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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


~ 


Gentlemen of tee Katt anl House of Represeattics 


The two years which have elapsed sine» the tast meeting of | 
the Legislature hive been characterize] in our domestic history 
by tie peaceful working of n well ordared govera ment, adinin- 
istered with filelity in ali its branches. Th» aspirations, the 
energy and the thrift ef the people have had free scope and 
have borne solid fruit. There is gra.ifying evidence that the 
moral agencies of general education and religious teaching have 
displayed increased aetivity, and have been rewarded by a 
steadily widening influence. There is perceptible a growing 
individual prosperity, marked by new enterprises and other sure 
indications of confidence in the future. 

We hive aot escaped calamities, which have temporarily 
retarded our prosperity, yet we have enjoyed compensating 
blessings ia a measure s> large that that it should inspire us 
with fveliags of profound gratitude toward the Giver of all 
good. 

You are assembled agreeably to the provisions of the fund4- 
mental law as the sovereign power in the commeénvwealth, to 
enact such laws as in your judgment wil] promote intelligence, 
virtue andindustry. It should be borne in mind that it is the 
State which protects individuat rights of persons and property, 
and upon its laws aad administration the prosperity and happi- 
ness of the people chiefly depend, so far as they are dependent 
on government. The government of the United States touches 
the masses at very few points and concerns them but little as 
affecting their business affairs and every-day life. It is to the 
State all must look for protection in life, liberty and property. 
In its laws and their due administration we are mainly inter- 
ested. Therefore, it behooves ailon whom rests the grave respon- 
sibility of legislating to bear in mind the vast interests confided 
to them, and to bestow the greatest care uponthem. There is 
danger of too much legislation. Caange is not always improve- 
ment. A law not the best with which those concerned are familiar 
is batter for society than frequent changes, in the hope of improv- 
ing the law. That is praiseworthy conservatism which clings 
to what is until assured of sumething better by which to sub- 
stitute it. Certainty and stability in statu‘es are of the utmost 
importance to the well-being of all affected by them. No statute 
should be changed unless it is defective, anu when amended it 
should be done carefully and plainly, so as to leave no doubt as 


» 
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to the legislative will. [t somtimes happens that an ill-framed 
amendment makes doubtful or wholly defeats the real legisla- 
tive purpose, aA well-coneeived statute may fail to effect the 
good designed and may do positive injury by not being properly 
framed and well expressed, Everything connected with the 
important business of legislation should be done deliberately 
and in order, Hasty and crude legislation is the bane of society. 
Hurried enactments near the close of the session are fall of 
mischief and hazard much evil. Clerks without time to enroll 
corre nae and enrolling committees without opportunity to 
verify, may make sad work of important legislation. 

The crave matters of legislation should not be delayed to be 
rushed through in the expiring days of the session. Time should 
be afforde l for every one engaged in the high function of legis- 
lation to leisurely, and with care commensurate with its solemn 
nature, perform his duty. The Constitution contemplates that 
the Executive shall have five days during the session to con- 
sider every bill passed by two Houses. This is to afford 
time for examination, but in practice the Governor is called 
upon to aet in the last few d We rot the session on a greater num- 
ber of bills than he can possibly read hastily in that time. 

FINANCIAL, 


The reports of the Auditor of Public Accounts and State 
Treasurer, will give you a detailed statement of the financial 
transactions for the past two years. It iz desirable that these 
reports should be published in advance of the meeting of the 
Legislature in order that the Governor might have time to 
eurefully examine them and mature his recommendations. It 
is especially important that they should be in your hands at the 
beginning of the session for reasons that are apparent. But as 

the fiscal year does not end until the first day of January, it is 

impossible for these officers to submit their reports until you 
have been in session some weeks. I therefore, recommend that 
the fiscal year be changed to the Ist day of October, or such 
other time as will obviate the difficulty mentioned. 

The Auditor's reports shows the valuation of the property in 
the State to be as follows: 


Bor 1883, personally ccc ae arson piate tax $293,585 a2 
TSUN E A E sessnssee seras sessseons caresses nerse $ 1J6,926,060 
Poe lies perma oe aie ae Y stat ta ax $310,887 31 
Totilsnresi virusa Sias EA A 8 126,754,927 


The assessment for 1883 showsan inerease ‘of $90,556,227 over 
the valuation in 1879, when the land was last assessed. When it 
is remembered that factories, many new railroads, and other 
properties are exempt from taxation, this increase indicates an 
` acquisition of wealth that is without parallel in the history of 
the State. 
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The following extract from the advance sheets of 


the Treas- 


urer’s report fur the years 1882 and 1883 will serve to show the 
coneral financial condition of the State at the close of the present 


fise al year 


RECEIPTS. 
The receipts for 1882... ssresese sesrie essere serres renens see esreeese D 3770,959 52 
Tie PPG its Tor T383 csc: ses wees veins ica lag besten E E S 746,864 75 
Cash balance in the treasury, Jan. J, 1882.2... ressor cece ee eee es 545, 106 28 
Total . iaeiiai 2,062,930 55 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


The disbnrsements for 1882... ...nesssa eresessucresesnere resero reseon $1,057,441 05 
The disbursements for 1883.0... 0... sesse ssrerertrreesereserrerereee 836,499 90 
Cash balance in the treasury, Jan. 1, 1884.0... usss seess concen ee 168,989 60 
Fota bese dance Seesaw es eb cas de, Soa ona ned EEEE RE $2,062,930 55 
INDEBTEDNESS OF THE STATE. 
Chickasaw School Fund ......... esceees aae a ie teens E $ 815,709 71 
Chickasaw School Fund Interest......... sesssesse sesessose soseeser oe 10,876 13 
Common School Fund, old account...... eesse cece ceeeee soeeevesees 817,646 46 
Common School Fund Distributive... ccc. ccecece erences eeeeeeees 123,139 10 
Seminary Fund, account University of Mississippis ese seses. 544,061 23 
Warrants Outstanding Tidak cana ti aeve E T 30,173 99 
Certificates of Indebtedness Outstanding PEE A 2555 00 
State Bonds Series “G,” past due and not presented........... 1000 00 
Mississippi Four Per Cent. Bonds due Jan. 1, 1890............ 216,000 00 ` 
Agricultural College Bonds due Jan. 1, S90 oe coho: 227,150 00 


Interest on 8 Per Cent. State Bonds, ‘past due and not pre- 


sented ........0.. Sau iene eeina aeri EET ei eek 390 00 
Deposits by Insurance Companies, Currency not included in 
Cash Balance .......cseesese ceseeeee reres E A 60,000 00 
Railroad Tax for Distribution .......ssssesss sesssnse srerseseeessesess 37,293 21 
Swamp Land Fund...... ......ceceee uasa e sausinti etnias 88,837 23 
Total sissaaveccess vagheane das sianbeae ar E o NE a r ipi .-. $2,974,832 06 


For a proper understanding of the finances of the 
necessary to deduct from the abovesuch debts as a 


State it is 
re by their 


terms permanent aud never to bə paid, but form the basis for 


periodical interest payments, viz: 


Chickasaw School Fund.. 
Seminary Fund........... 


$815,709 71 


wn eces tee renees ce 


Balance 

It is necessary also to deduct the Common School 
Fand, Old Account, for the reason that the 
constitutional provision under which it arose 
has been amended so as to accomplish the pur- 
pose for which it was raised in a different and 
more effectual Way... sees e.er. $817,646 46 


a 


Bem eee ssseso veoeoposo vesyuroop veseesson ovosonsos 


Balance a cies oh aiie a a ARa 
. From the balance must bededucted the amount 
of the Agricultural Land Scrip Fund, Bonds 
due in Ja anuary; 1896, because the fund by its 
terms is to be permanently funded.............. $227,150 00 


secsscseeee OF4,061 23 $1,859,770 94 


$1,615,061 12 


$797,414 66 


ee ee Se ene ci a 


Balance...... SVOCSe DO SOED VHESTET FHESEED HESHEE SHORE CE8EES 


$570,264 66 
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Deduct in addition the curreneyin the Treasury 
on account of Insurance Deposits, not inclu- 


ded in the cash balance...... 2.0... sesser senses sereen $60,000 00 
Balance of payable debt........... cee siiis $510,264 66 
Now deduct the eash balance in the Treasury ` 
Sg BOE EE E ETA 168,989 60 
And it is found that the payable debt of the State 
above the amount of cash in the Treasury is $341,275 05 


All will agree that taxation must not be increased. Missis- 
sippi must take no backward step in the policy of economy, re- 
trenchment_and reform so happily inaugurated in 1876. It is 
proper for the Legislature to understand, then, that appropria- 
tions cannot be made on the magnificent scale of 1882, The most 
rigid economy must prevail in all the departments of the Gov- 
ernment. Public charities should be adequately supported, but 
ornamental improvements, additions and extensions should be 
postponed. On the 1st of January, 1882, there was a cash bal- 
ance of $345,106.28 in the Treasury. On the 1st day of Janu- 
ary, 1884, this balance is reduced to $168,989.60. It mustalso be 
remembered that during the yearS1882 and 1888 the State had 
sources of revenue which have been exhausted and will not be 
available for the years 1884 and 1885. Tnese facts emphasize 
the absolute necessity for the utmost economy and frugality in 
all departments consistent with tne efficient administration of 
the Gevernmeut. The expenditures for’1883 amounted in the 
aggregate to $836,499.90. Iam convinced that if the appropri- 
ations for the years 1883 and 1884 exceed $700,000 annually 
that it will result in creating a deficit, unless the rate of taxa- 
tion is increased, which should not be done. 


ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES, 


In the past muck evil has resulted from frequent changes in 
the laws for the assessment and collection of taxes. 

An’examination of the reports of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court on many questions arising from these chang2s in 
the decade from 1870 to 1880, will disclose some of the evils 
resulting from them, It is particularly important that stability 
should characterize the legislation on this important subject in 
which all are so much concerned. I trust no radical alteration 
will be made. 

I have reason to believe that much of the land which is 
bought of the United States, continues to escape taxation, be- 
‘cause the sheriff is not advised of the sale, and I therefore 
recommend that the Auditor of Public Accounts be required to 
procure of the Register of United States Land Office at stated 
periods, a list of such sales and of all homestead entries upon 
which final proof has been made, and transmit the same to the 
sheriff, who shall assess and collect the taxes thereon as in 
case of Jand left unassessed. If this suggestion is approved by 
the Legislature, an adequate provision should be made for the 
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colpensation of the extra force required to carry it into 
execution. 


REVENUE AGENT. 

General Wirt Adams, Revenue Agent, has been diligent in 
‘the discharge of the delicate and responsible duties of his office, 
and his labors have resulted in the collection of nearly all sums 
improperly withheld from the State and counties. His anual 
report to the Auditor for the years 1882 and 1883 shows his col- 
lections to have been for the year 1882, $29,134.98; for the 
year 1883, $29,772.61, and for the three years and a half he has 
held the office, his collections of revenue improperly withheld 
show a total of $100,303.34. 


LIQUIDATING LEVEE COMMISSIONERS. 


Under an Act of the Legislature approved March 8, 1882, 
the Liquidating Levee Commissioners reported that sufficient 
funds had been received to pay off and liquidate the entire levee 
debt, but that on March 19, 1883, they were enjoined by the 
Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad Company from paying out 
any of the money received from said company for taxes on bonds 
in the counties of Issaquena, Sharkey, Washington, Bolivar, 
Tunica, Quitman and Coahoma, amounting to $36,900 88, 
which suit is now pending in the “Chancery Court of Hinds 
county. : 

Without the said sum thus enjoined they had not sufficient 
funds on the first Monday of Jannary, 1883, to pay off the 
debt. For these reasons I did not make proclamation, as re- 
quired under the Act above alluded to. I have recently been 
informed that sufficient funds are in the hands of the Commis- 
sioners to pay off the debt without the amount enjoined in their 
hands, and I now submit the matter to the Legislature for 
such further directions as they may see fit to make in the 
premises. 

COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION. 


I cannot too highly commend the labors of this department, 
and I trust that the published report of the Commissioner will 
find its way into the hands of our most thoughtful people. It 
has been the means of removing the false notions entertained 
abut our soil, climate and resources, and the moral and reli- 
gidus status of our people, and has done much by publishing the 
truth to the world toward cementing the growing friendship 
between the sections. It has secured many thrifty immigrants 
from the North and West, who introduce improved methods 
and hew industries for the adoption of our people, and soon 
become themselves most efficient agents for the advertisement of 
the State. It has secured large investments of foreign capital 
in State lands, not for the purpose of speculation, as some sup- 
pose, but with the view, as showr by published correspondence, 
-of developing and improving them. 

The efficient Commissioner-has been indefatigable in his efforts 
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to carrying out the scheme of the Legislature, and I unhesi- 
tatingly pronounce him thorough and efficient in all things con- 
nected with his responsible position. If he is sustained, as his 
cause and labors deserve, I cherish the hope that very soon we” 
will be brought to realize by actual enjoyment the benefits of 
immigration. I trust that in your deliberations upon this sub- 
ject, wise counsel and sober second thought may prevail, and 
that so far from undoing you will see proper to cordially adopt 
and improve the work of the Legislature of 1882. 


LANDS. 


By act of Congress approved September 25th, 1850, the 
several States were granted all the swamp and overflowed lands 
within their limits. Under this act Mississippi has. received 
at various times, nearly 3,000,000 acres of Jand. During the 
past two years the Commissioner of Swamp Lands has sold 
about 123,037 acres, for which about $30,759 45 has been paid 
into the treasury under the requirements of an act of the Legis- 
lature approved February 2d,1877. This does not embrace the 
sale of lands claimed by, the Pearl River Navigation and Im- 
provement Company, hereinafter referred to. There remains 
unsold of the lands patented to the.State prior to June, 1882, 
about 40,000 acres. The law requires this land to be sold for 
not less than 25 cents per acre, but deeming this price insuf- 
ficient, I instructed the Commissioner in June, 1882, not to sell, 
and no sales have been made since that date. 

Under an act of Congress approved September 4, 1841, 
500,000 acres of land were granted to Mississippi for purposes of 
Internal Improvement, and by act of the Legislature, approved 
March 4, 1878, the price of this land was fixed at 50 cents per 
acre. During the past two years, the Commissioner of Swamp 
Lands has sold 455.60 acres of this land, and the Treasurer has 


received $227.50 therefor. There now remains to be sold about 
20,000 acres. 


On the 11ta day of January, 1883, I directed John M. Smylie, 
Esq., to proceed to Washington City, and to carry into effect 
the requirements of an act of the Legislature, approved Febru- 
ary 21, 1880, by presenting the claim of the State for lands and 
indemnity. After verifying this claim by comparison with the 
record, the department has forwarded to me patents for about 
109,000 acres, and has appointed a special agent to visit and ex- 
amine the lands upon which indemnity was claimed by the State, 
and: also to receive the testimony of such witnesses as the 
Commissioner might produce. Under the requirements of regu- 
lations issued by the Department of the Interior, since that 
-time there has been examined about $17,000 of indemnity 
dlaims, aud the testimony estahlishing the claims has been ap- 
=groved by me and forwarded to Washington City. It is impossi- 
ble to estimate with accuracy the amount of these claims, but 
it is very large, and under the regulations prescribed by the 
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Department of the Interior, to perfect them will require time, 
lubor and expense. — 

The Commissioner kas expended upon this entire work, while 
in Washington City, and in examining the lands for which in- 
demnity is claimed, the sum of $825.00. These expenditures 
have been made with my approval, as provided by an act ap- 
proved February 21st, 1880. 

By an act of the Legislature entitled ‘An act to incorporate 
the Pesrl River Navigation and Improvement Company,” which 
became a law by operation of the Constitution April 8, 1871, 
said company received a grant of about 120,000 acres of swamp 
and overflowed lands lying in the counties bordering on Pearl 
river. The company never paid a dollar for these lands. The 
purchasers through it have for years asserted their title. Iam 
impressed with the belief that the State has never been divested 
of her title by the pretended sale twelve years ago, and that 
this corporation was to all intents and purposes a fraud. Iso 
advised the Commissioner of Swamp and Overflowed Lands, and 
he offered for sale under my directions, and has in fact sold 
53,725 50 acres, for which the State has received $13,431,12. 

From a statement rendered me by the Comptroller of the 
Treasury of the two and three percent. funds, no part of which 
has been paid into the treasury since June 30, 1879, when 
$6,014.80 was received, it appears that about $25,009 is now due 
the Siate. Iam advised that this amount and all further sums 
accruing from this fund will be credited on the balance of a 
claim alleged to be due from the State of Mississippi to the 
United States on account of a direct tax imposed upon: the 
several States by act of Congress approved in 1861, which 
amounts to $413,084, credited by $62,000, which has no d_ubt 
accumulated to the State from different sources. ‘The action of 
the Comptroller of the Treasury in insisting on the set-off, and 
retaining this fund, isin my opinionillegal. I recommend that 
you take such steps as will cause this money to be paid'into the 
State Treasury. 

There has been made in the United States Land Office since 
January 1, 1882, about 2598 Homestead entries, embracing 
some 290,000 acres, 530 final proofs and 1783 cash eniries, em- 
bracing 450,000 acres, making a total of about 740,000 acres 
disposed of by the General Government. ° 
' There have been purchased and redeemed through the Audi- 
tor’s office during the past two years 461,713 acres of land, 
heretofore sold for taxes, for which the State has received 
$20,509,10, and the counties $58,043,387. There remains un- 
sold about 700,009 acres. 

Of the Chickasaw School Lands there remains for sale by the 
Secretary of State, at six dollars per acre, about 34,000 acres; 
only 80 acres have been sold in the last two years. I respect- 
fully renew the recommendation of my worthy predecessor 
that the price of these lands be reduced, and that they be trans- 
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ferred to the office of Commissioner of Swamp Lands for sale. 

Since the admission of the State into the Union many islands 
have made their appearance from time to time along the Gulf 
Ccast. It has been decided by the Supreme Court of the ‘United 
States that lands of this description belong to the States, but as 
no provision has been made for their disposition the Commis- 
sioner of Swamp Lands has been unable to sell. I recommend 
that provision be made for the survey and sale of these lands at 
a minimum price at public outery. 

On the admission of Mississippi into the Union one thirty- 
sixth of the entire domain was granted to the State tor school 
purposes. In many instances where the townships are frac- 
tional no selection has been made, and in other cases where the 
title to the sixteenth section had paszed from the government to 
individuals, other lands have not been set apart in lieu thereof, 
as provided by law. The Legislature should take steps to have 
these selections made and confirmed to the State. 

EDUCATION. 


It affords me pleasure to be able to state that the cause of 
education is at present receiving more attention in Mississippi 
than at any former period of her history. The evident desire 
to improve the public school system is unmistakable, as is 
evinced by an increase in the levy for school purposes in most 
of the counties, and a desire to extend the minimum term pre- 
scribed by the Constitution. The average attendance for 1882 
and 1883 was largely in excess of that of any previous years since 
the inauguration of the system. Teaching in public schools- 
has improved, and this is due in part to the introduction of 
teachers’ institutes in many counties, wherein teachers have 
profited by the knowledge and experience of others. Teaching 
is becoming more of a profession with us, and hence more pre- 
paration is made tor the position of teacher. 

Great interest is being manifested in the State Teachers’ As- 
sociation, which has been o1ganized in this State, and the recent 
meeting of this body in this city was largely attended by dis- 
tinguished educators of both sexes, and many able and interest- 
ing papers were read, which I would commend to the perusal 
and consideration of all members who are desirous of advanc- 

f ing the cause vf education in general, and of perfecting the 
present system of free schools. The present school law was 
discussed at length, and a number of amendments weie pro- 
posed and endorsed by the Association, which a conference com- 
mittee is directed to lay before your body. It is proper to state 
that teachers are pecultarly qualified to pass judgment on the 
school law, and their recommendations with reference to it 
should be given corresponding weight. 

The people of this State have assumed the obligation of af- 
fording all educable children in the State, of both races and 
sexes, ample facilities for obtaining a common school education 
free of charge, and any laws you may enact looking to the 
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more effectual and less expensive discharge of this obligation 
will receive my hearty approval. ` 

The scholastic year does not close until the first day of Janu- 
ary, and for this reason I must refer you to the report of the 
Superintendent of Public Education, when published, for statis- 
tics for the last two years. 

“UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI. 

This old established institution of learning continues to grow 
in usefulness and public favor. Its fame has gone abroad and 
many young men from other States gather here for instruction. 
Under its present enlightened management, and with its in- 
creaged facilities, the University is prepared to thoroughly 
equip our young men in almost every branch of knowledge. 
The ‘practical success of the University in preparing young men 
for the duties and responsibilities of after life, is demonstrated 
in the rapidity with which her graduates are accorded positions 
of trust and honor by a discriminating public. ` 

During the session of 1881-’82, there were in the Literary 
Department, 202; in the Law Department, 12. During the 
session of 1882-’83, there were in the Literary Department, 
245; in the Law Department, 14. The present session opened 
in September last, and so far there are enrolled in the Literary 
Department, 236; in the Law Department, 9. 

In June, 1883, the trustees opened the doors of the University 
to females and 12 matriculated the following session. There 
are now 22 in attendance, with the prospect of an increase in 
the number after January. Co-education has undergone 
exhaustive discussion, and has the endorsement of many old and 
experienced educators. It is recommended by tire Teachers’ 
Association of this State. Our girls must be educated, and if 
at Oxford, adequate provision should be made for their 
accommodation. I very much question, however, if the 
attendance of girls at this institution for many years would 
justify any large appropriation in this direction. It can- 
not be doubted that there is a- large popular prejudice 
against the co-education of the sexes, and it is to be 
‘ques:ioned if the same education would enable each to fulfill 
missions in life so dissimilar. If the State is to assume the obli- 
gation of educating the girls, would it not be better to establish 
a female college at once than to risk the costly experiment of co- 
education at Oxford? 

The last Legislature appropriated $8,000 for the repair 
and improvement of the University buildings. This sum 
has been wisely expended and the comfort and appearance 
of the dormitories and other buildings has’ been much im- 
proved. The law prohibiting the sale or giving away of intoxi- 
cating liquors within five miles of the University is working well, 
and the Chancellor recommends that it be coutinued in force, 
The University has a large and costly building that was gected 
for an astronomical observatory, but it is unprovided with suita- 
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ble instruments. If it can be done without increasing the rate 
of taxation, I would recommend a reasonable appropriation for . 
the purchase of a suitable equipment. i 


AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


In compliance with an act of Congress partially endowing 
this institution the Board of Trustees have submitted an exhaus- 
tive report of its condition, and to it you are referred for a de- 
tailed statement of its workings during the past three years in 
which it has been in operation. This report is highly 
gratifying and affords us reason for congratulation and encour- 
agement. The College has achieved remarkable success and ` 
promises to outstrip all competitors in its peculiar field of labor. 
From the very first session it has been largely attended and 
now has as many students as any similar institution in the coun- 
try, with perhaps some few exceptions. 

First year, there were 354 students ; 87 in college classes ; 267 
in preparatory department. Second year, there were 804 stu- 
dents; 150 in college classes; 154 in preparatory department. 
Third year, there were 317 students; 148 in college classes ; 
169 in preparatory department. 

The large number of studeuts in the preparatory departments 
both here and at Oxford suggests that the great want of the 
educational interests of the State is free schools ofa higher grade, 
and to the policy and feasibility of their establishment your, 
attention is respectfully invited. The College has received from 
the State in the aggregate $205,000. With this sum and 
$9,000 donated by the citizens of Starkville, and the interest on 
the Jand serip fund, and $15,000 realized from the sale of bonds, 
authorized by an act approved March.7, 1882, the College has 
been supported for three years, and has acquirec a property, 
which, according .o a recent inventory made by Messrs. W. L. 
Hemingway, M. L. Jenkins and Mat Mahorner, is worth $174,- 
857. ‘This inventory does not include recent purchases of cat- 
tle, horses, books, chemical apparatus, etc., amounting to 
$4,500. 

This showing is highly creditable to the Board of Trustees, 
and assures us that the large and growing interests confided to 
their care will be judiciously managed. ° 

In the last three years the College has realized from the sale 
of surplus produce of the farm and dairy $7,447.44. In a few: 
years it is hoped that enough will be derived from this source 
and the sale of thoroughbred cattle to defray at least one-half 
of the expenses, 

The students show little or no indisposition to Jabor, and 
many of them defray the greater part of their expenses in this 
way. The maximum rate of compensation is eight cen's per 
hour. There was paid out on account of student labor for the 
years 1880-81 85,442.29; 1881-82 $4,607.97 ; 1882-83 $6,417,- 
8&3. Total $16,468.09. It will be seen that more labor was 

_- perfoemed by students during the session of 1882-83 than during 


. 
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any previous session. This is encouraging as showing that 
manual labor is not a mark of shame with the young men of 
Mississippi. One of the advantages of the College is in this, 
that it dignifies Jabor. - 

The military feature of the College consumes little time and 
does not interfere with the prosecution of other studies. As a 
means of discipline, it has considerable advantages. President 
Lee writes: ‘The discipline is firm but mild, and pervades 
every department of the College in so far as the students are 
concerned. It is effective in the academic and industrial 
departments alike, the student officers being generally’ the 
foremen under the professors in charge of the work. It expe- 
dites and facilitates the workings of the College.” Speaking 
of the increasing demands upon the different Professors for 
agricultural information, President Lee correctly observes that 
it “is a most encouraging feature,” and adds: ‘‘It shows that 
the College is meeting a long-felt want among our industrial 
classes. We are furnishing reliable information, from an 
official source, and of a character to sdvance our material inter- 
ests. It is an official bureau of information. It shows the im- 
portance of scientific and practical information combined, and 
places a higher estimate on education furnished by this College. 
Education is not only power, but it is confidence. Its posses- 
sors not only act with intelligence, but with the confidence inci- 
dent to its possession. The Professors of Biology, Chemistry, 
Agriculture and Horticulture give almcst as much of their time 
to answering letters and giving information as they give in their 
different College duties. The correspondents want information 
as to farming, care and growth of stock, equipment of farms, 
manipulation of fertilizers, application of fertilizers, analysis of 
marls, water, soils, value, classification of grasses, etc. l 

The Chemist here is also the State Chemist, and is doing a 
most valuable work in the analysis of fertilizers and in furnish- 
ing formula for manipulation of compost heaps, where farmers” 
tell what material they have on their farms.” 

The act approved March 8, 1882, apportioning the students 
among the different counties embarrasses the operations of the 
College without in fact accomplishing the desired end. An 
examination of the table on page 15 of the trustee’s report 
shows the correctness of this last statement. The law is also 
unnecessary, as the College is prepared to receive all students 

who will likely apply for admission. I am pleased to state that - 
` the Board of Trustees only desire at. your hands a sufficient 
appropriation for the support of the College for the next two 
years, and their request in this behalf I cordially commend to 
your careful consideration. 

ALCORN AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


Dr H, R. Revels resigned the Presidency of this institution 
in July, 1882, and Prof. J. H. Burrus. of Tennessee, an experi- 


enced educator, was elected and assumed control in September 


E 12 ] 


following. The attendance of pupils for the past two years has 
been ‘rather larger than heretofore, but is still small, only 
averaging about one hundred a year. The pupils in attendance 
represent seventy-one counties; but more than half come from 
from Claiborne, Jefferson and Madison. One great difficulty 
the institution encounters is the broken and irregular attend- 
ance of the pupils, but few going the entire session.. There 
have been but three graduates since the college was founded. 
The faculty is composed of the President, two professors and 
‘one tutor. Most of the students who are sufficiently advanced, 
engage in teaching when they leave the college, and one-fourth 
of those in attendance now, have taught at different times in 
the public schools. The college is practically a normal school 
for the education of colored teachers, though agriculture 1s 
taught with some success, except that few students ever engage 
seriously in farming. Nearly all educated negroes are inclined 
to teaching. The college owns a handsome property, consist- 
ing of ample grounds, dormitories, chapel, dining halls, resi- 
dences, and other buildings. Some of these are in need of 
repairs, but I am unable to recommend any specific sum for this 
purpose, or-for the support of the college because of a lack of 
data to make an estimate. I would recommend, all things 
considered, the immediate appointment of a Legislative com- 


mittee to visit the college and inspect and report upon its con-~ 


dition. This will enable you to act advisedly in making appro- 
priations. 
TOUGALOO UNIVERSITY. 


F take pleasure in reporting that this institution is in a highly 
prosperous condition. The attendance of pupils is larger than 
at any previous time in its history—there being a total of 147 
—T4 males and 73 females The school was never so well 
equipped and officered. The managers and instructors number 
thirteen, most of whom have been connected with the institution 
for several years. The expense per month for board and 
tuition is $10. After the pupil has been in attendance 
one month, if his standing is good, he is allowed to 
work to the amount of $3.00 to, lessen his expenses. Al- 
most all of the students avail themselves of this privilege. 
About 200 acres of land are in cultivation. Most of the 
labor is done by the students. An Industrial Superin- 
tendent has yeeently been added to the corps of instructors. A 
blacksmith shop 'ħas been in operation for some time, and through 
Dr. Haygood, thè institution is receiving from thé ‘‘Slater 
Fund” enough to e§tablish a carpenter shop and a shoe shop. 
These and other shoğs will be added, also brick and tile-making 
when the means e secured. In the house, the girls are 
taught cooking, ordinary housework, and plain sewing, cutting 
and fitting. 

The institution wa’ founded and is carefully supervised by 


the American Missionary Society of New York, which has col-. 
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lected and disbursed a vast sum of money in the moral, religious 
and intellectual training of the colored youth of the South, and 
which deserves the generous co-operation of the States where 
their schools are in operation. . 


The school buildings are valued at......... ssssssere cee sesrssere serensaro $36,000 00 l 

The farm, with buildings are valued at................ Sasswinccseceases 11,500 00 

The stock and vehicles are valued at ........ uneses ceeee uen iudeii 3,500 00 
Total... i AREE VERAT AE PA AEAN $51,000 00 


The classes in the Normal Department are annually increasing 
in size, and nearly all the graduates make teaching their busi- 
ness. 

The entire management of the institution is eminently prac- 
tical, and I earnestly recommend that the appropriation of 
$3000.00 for each of the years 1882, 1883, be continued for the 
years 1884, 1885. 


STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


Up to this date, no report from the State Normal School has 
been received. Iam assured by private advices, however, that 
it isin a prosperous condition, and is ably fulfilling its mission. 
I recommend the customary appropriation for its support. 

LUNATIC ASYLUM. - 


There is little in the affairs of this institution which calls for 
special remark. It has been efficiently administered by the 
distinguished physician in charge within the appropriation made 
by law for its support. The death roll has been rather larger 
this last year than usual, owing, it is thought, to the over- 
crowded condition of the building, and_an insufficient supply 
of water during the summer months. The completion of the 
East Mississippi Insane Asylum will enable this one to reduce 
the number of patients by ordinary discharges within the num- 
ber that can be conveniently accommodated, and a reasonable 
sum should be included in the usual appropriation to increase 
the present supply of fresh water, an abundance of which is a 
necessity in all well regulated Insane Asylums. Thus the causes 
which combined to increase the death rate will be removed. 

For details you are referred to the able and comprehensive 
reports of the Medical Superintendent and Board of Trustees. 


EAST MISSISSIPPI INSANE ASYLUM. 


Under the provisions of Sec. 2 of an act entitled “An act pro- 
viding for the erection of an additional Asylum for the Insane 
in the State of Mississippi, and for other purposes,” approved 
March, 8, 1882, I appointed on March 20, 1882, Messrs. H. M. 
Street, Dr, J. F. Moore, Jas. F. Gresham, A. J. Ervin and S. 
B. Rich, as commissioners to select a site, contract for and super- 
vise the construction of the $‘East Missississippi Insane Asy- 
lum.” Their report of the expenditures and progress of the 
work is herewith submitted and commended to your favorable 
consideration. 


? 


v 
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INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 
The Legislature of 1882 appropriated for the completion of this 


ABPM oo ceccecese ceeeeeee see ehoas seveoeeee caeseeens ceneeaeee severeso serey $10,546 80 
To apply. heating apparatus, purchase furniture, ete., etc......... 15,270 00 
To defray transportation Of pupils...... cc. eccees ressssees coceeneee seeees 250 00 
For support during the years 1882~’S8....... ccccccee serens essre serere 18,000 00 

Total......s.s eecesces ssesesser ssrresece seosesser sgenesees sesssrore tenes s.. p44,066 80 
The Board of Trustees also derived, in addition to the foregoing, 

from the Johnson Benefit Fund....... sevaceeeg secnenene seeneatre serene $3 2888 25 
From the first payment on old Institute. se...i. sssrerere rerererre coe 2,040 00 
From sale of surplus property ses.. 2.66. besson caaseaeen esseer sanceenes 441 75 

Total ...c.ccce ceccscee serresese sesesess sereoo ceveecaee senees ceseeenee roses S 5,830 06 
Appropriated by the Legislature. essees serere ceecee ceeeennen seeseseee $4,066 80 
Derived from other sources.. esses ee bbeeaee sasave sresseror soveresss es 5,330 00 

Grand total from all sources....c.cccce ssccscese senars cosececce aranna $49,396 80 


The total amount expended on account of this institution for 
balanee on buildings, improvement of grounds, heating ap- 

` ` (> Mie ia . 3 d 
paratus, furniture, drainage, fencing, support, ete., for the 


year L882, WaS... ...eseseesse proses seveseses sasesesre sesser osesee sreseossees $37,576 13 
And for the year L883... 0.0.0.1. sereosseo seevornen seroaveea seese kase cereeeees 11,793 67 
Total cece cceeeceee stesssore seneo serpen ce coecenere coseee coeeee asesor $49,369 80 


The entire cost of the present establishment, improvements 
of every description, furniture, ete., ete., including the $15,00 
originally appropriated and expended in 1880~’S1 is $46,119.80: 

` The building was completed in September, 1882, and posses- 
sion taken the October following. Since that date everything 
has been working to the entire satisfaction of the Board of 
Trustees, and ncthing has developed worthy of mention except 
the singular reluctance of parents and others to avail themselves 
of the advantages of the institution. Circulars have been dis- 
tributed under the directions of the Board of Trustees setting 
forth the generous provision made by the State for the care and 
education of the blind, and so far as could be-ascertained, near- 
ly all the families in which these blind children are have been writ- 
ten to, and yet out of an estimated number of one thousand 
blind children in the State only thirty-one have been so far re 
ceived. This is unfortunate for the State and for these afflicted 
children, and it is to be hoped that the efforts of the Board of 
Trustees will be yet successful in securing a number equal to 
the full capacity of the buildings. 

For details not given here you are referred to the report of 
the Board of Trustees. With reference to their call for an 
additional appropriation of $5,000.00 to finish the building and 
still further improve the grounds, I can only emphasize what I 
have elsewhere stated that the burdens of government should 
not be increased, that public charities might be made more 
attractive. Mississippi has provided with unexampled liberality 
for all her afflicted citizens, and I do not recognize any fur- 
ther duty on her partin this behalf except the maintainance of 
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the institution already established, which includes ot course pro- 
vision, and such repairs as may be necessary from time to time, 
Under the experienced care and superintendence of Dr. Langley 
and his able corps of assistants the pupils have rapidly ad- 


vanced in their studies and the Asylum has taken first rank 
among the charitable institutions of the country. 


INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


The object of this institution enlists the tenderest sympathies 
of humanity, and should continue to receive the generous and 
unstinted support of the State. Under the wise and intelligent 
management of Mr. J. R. Dobyns, who continues in charge, the 
institution, has attained unusual and extraordinary success. The 
pupils have made rapid advances and: can communicate their 
thoughts with readiness and facility by signs and in writing. 
Articulation instruction has been introduced within the last two 
years with gratifying success. The last Legislature wisely ap- 
propriated $1250.00 for the purchase of a printing press, type 
and fixtures for a printing office, and carpenter’s and shoe 
maker’s tools for the use and instruction of pupils in these 
occupations. Tue pupils delight in the work and their progress 
has been marked. Type setting is .peculiar:y adapted to the 
condition of these unfortunates, for besides furnishing them 
with agreeable and profitable trade, it also instructs in the art 
of composition. As early as practicable I would recommend 
the employment of experts in printing and cabinet work. The 
moral training of the pupils has not been neglected, and their 
eves have been opened to the beauties and mysteries of religion. 

The sanitary condition of the institution is perfect. Within 
the past two years there have been no deaths, and only two 
cases of serious illness. 

The number of pupils continues to increase. There were in 
attendance in 1882, 57 whites and 15 colored; in 1883, 66 whites 
and 15 colored. 

The last Legislature appropriated $3000.00 for the erection of 
buildings on the lands adjacent to the city of Jackson, in the 
possession of the Board of Trustees, suitable for the accommo- 
da.ion, care and instruction of the colored deaf mutes. A 
dexirable site was secured and necessary buildings erected, within 
the appropriation, for that purpose, and Iam pleased to report 
that the care and instruction of the colored deaf.mutes has re- 
ceived proper and impartial attention. 

The sum appropriated by the Legislature for the extension of 
tue present establishment has been judiciously expended by the 
Board of Trustees in the purchase of additional grounds and 
in the erection of a handsome and commodious building which 
ix used as a chapel and recitation room. 

By rigid economy the appropriation for the support of the 
institution bas been made to suffice for the payment of current 
ee and to meet the deficit of $1700.00 for the years 1881 
and 1882. 
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The Trustees of this institution have been watchful of the 
State’s interests, and their recommendations should receive care- 
ful consideration, but I would impress upon the Legislature, 
the importance and even necessity of rigid economy in the de- 
partments. indispensable repairs should be provided for,-but 
other improvements should be postponed. 


PENITENTIARY. 


On the first day of January, 1884, there were m charge of 
the Lessees of the Penitentiary 771 convicts, of which 696 are 
colored, 74 are white, and 1 Indian. During the last two years 
commencing January 1, 1882, and ending December 1, 1883, 
218 have died, 118-have escaped, and 25 have been recaptured. 
During the two years preceding those last named, out of a total 
of 876 convicts, 122 died, 136 escaped, and 25 were recaptured. 
The number of convicts received in 1882, was 408; in 1888, 
293. The number of convicts by crimes against person is 548; 
against property, 223. The number discharged in 1882 was 
219; in 1883, 144. ; ; 

Under section 2 of an Act approved January 31, 1877, I have 
approved during the past two years contracts made by the 
Superintendent of the Penitentiary for necessary repairs which 
aggregate $7,717,75. This sum was credited on the lease for 
1882, and the balance of $83,944,338 due on said lease was, under 
my direction,.paid into the treasury where it now awaits your 
disposition. Section 3 of the act aforesaid provides that ‘‘said 
amounts of hire due the State shall not be expended and appro- 
priated for any purpose whatever, except as herein described” 
—i.e, in the improvenent of the Penitentiary. I earnestly 
recommend that this section be immediately repealed. The 
authority conferred is too great. It gives the Governor and 
Superintendent of the Penitentiary the unconditional disposal, 
according to their discretion, of $39,420,00 yearly. -Under their 
contract, the Lessees claim the right, and the claim is sustained 
by the Attorney-General to whom I submitted the question, of 
working all convicts, without regard to the term of their im- 
prisonment, outside the walls of the Penitentiary. If this be 
true, there will ba no need of any extensive improvements during 
the eontinuance of the present lease, and another reason is fur- 
nished for the repeal of this section. I would further recom- 
mend that section 2 of the said act be so amended as to limit. 
the expenditures for repairs in any one year to $10,000, instead 
of $25,000 as now fixed by law, and that the balance due on the 
lease, after deducting the sum thus expended, be paid into the 
treasury to the credit of the general fund. The sum of 
$39,420.00 is under the contract with the Lessees, due annually 
until its expiration on Ist January, 1887. The condition and 
treatment of the convicts confined in the walls and under the 
surveilance of the Superintendent has been uniformly good. I 
regret to say, however, that reports have reached me of inhu- 
man treatment of convicts on Railroads let to sub-lessees, and 


æ 


L17 ] 


I am impressed with the truth of the reports. It is charged, 
and I fear with truth, that these convicts have been compelled, 
in some instances, to work at night in the rain, and to sleep 
without shelter. Under sect:on 3 of an act approved March 9, 
1882, it was made the duty of the members of the Boards of 
Supervisors to visit the convict camps in their severai districts 
at least once a month and make report of the same, which report - 
was to be delivered by the clerk of the Board of Supervisors at 
the next term of the Circuit Court to the District Attorney, 
who was required to present it to the grand jury. . The cost of 
this service, under Sec. 4 of the said act, hes been about 
$100.00 The frequency uf the complaints and the fact that 
no convictions have been had, would seem to indicate that this 
has been a useless expenditure of money, and that the service 
- has been ineffectual. After giving the subject earnest consider- . 
ation, I am of the opionion that this duty, so far at least as it 
relates to the inspection of State convict camps, should be 
imposed on the Superintendent of the Penitentiary. Ido, there- 
tore, recommend that he be required to visit each camp in the 
State at least once a month, and oftener if directed by the 
Governor, and be authorized, on discovering any violation of” 
the law in respect to the treatment of convicts, to have the 
same forthwith returned to the Penitentiary at the expense of” 
the Lessees, It is due the Lessees to say that no charge of ill 
treatment or cruelty has ever been made against them, but. 
occurs with sub-lessees after the convicts pass into their custody. 
It is useless to rely on the penalties imposed by the act ap- 
proved March 9, 1882, entitled ‘‘an act to provide against 
the maltreatment of convicts.” An ample appropriation should 
be made to enable the Superiitendent to discharge this duty. 
The present efficient Superintendent has frequently expressed 
a desire to inspect these convict camps, but there was no pro-. 
vision made by the last Legislature to defray his expenses, 
and he was without authority, in addition, to accomplish any 
- good. It is needless to say that any legislation, whether in 
comformity with these recommendations or not, which will re- 
form the abuses known to exist, will receive my hearty ap- 
proval and co-operation. a. 

Experience and observation have confirmed me in the opinior 
expressed in my Inaugural Address two years ago as to the policy 
of leasing the Penitentiary. 

COUNTY CONVICTS. 

The Jaw in relation to prisoners in county jails would seem to- 
admit of no improvement, for every provision is made fori the 
security and comfort of the prisoners, compatible with their 
condition, which the ingenuity of a humane and enlightened 
Legislature vould devise. I invite your careful consideration 
of an act entitled ‘“‘an act in relation to prisoners in a count 
jail,” chapter 79, Code 1880, and an act amendatory thereof, 
entitled ‘‘an act providing for the discharge of prisoners in 
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enunty jails, in certain cases, and for other purposes,” approved 
Tareh 9, 1882. It will be seen that no detail, however small, 
has escaped the attention of the Legislature, which is always 
ewift to detect where it do s not anticipate abuses, and to pro- 
vide for their prevention and correction. Tregret that, notwith- 
sianding this exceeding caution, abuses are known to exist. 
Complaint is made that the prisoners are overworked and 
unfed; thatafter sentence they are burried off by the contractor 
without being afforded the opportunity which the law allows for 
the payment of fines and cosis; that they are frequently de- 
tained after the expiration of the term of their confinement, or 
when the fine and costs have been paid, and that they are 
charged with medical attention and ‘‘docked” for loss of time 
eceasiened by sickness superindueed, in many cases, by bad 
treatment. The perpetration of these outrages with impunity 
emphasizes the fact that checks and safeguards are multiplied in 
vain where there is not a publie sentiment to coerce cffeers in 
the performance of the duties with which they are charged. 
You may pile statute upon statute, and double the penalties, 
and after all for the enforcement of the law you must rely upon 
this public sentiment. With more confidence in the moral and 
intelleccual elevation of the people than in any Jaws you can 
frame, I would yet recommend the following amendments to 
existing statutes: Amend § 3157, Code 1880, by inserting in 
third line in lien of the words ‘within twenty-four hours after 
such sentence,” the words ‘‘within five days after such sentence; 
amend § 3165, Code 1880, by striking out in the last line the 
word tno” so that it shall then read, ‘in such case. account 
shall be taken of the time before that spent in the custody of 
the contractor.” In order to clear the subject of all doubt, I 
would amend § 3170, Code 1880, by inserting after the word 
“wages” in fourth line the words, ‘fon account of time lust 
éhrough illness or to defray expense of medical attention, or for 
any other cause except as herein specificaliy provided.” If the 
eoutractor is thus made chargeable with medical attention and, 
oss of time through sickness, his own interest would recom- 
mend humaue treatment. I furthes recommend that § 3158, 
Code 1880, be so amended as to requir2 the Sheriff to deliver to 
the Chancery Clerk with duplicate receipt, ete., a memorandum 
ef the exact date on which the prisoner shall be entitled to a 
discharge, and as to require him on that dave, or at such other 
gs the pri-oner or any person for him shall pay to him the bal- 
ance found to be due on fine and costs, to visit the convict camp 
ana see that the discharge is made. Failure to perform this 
duty should be made a misdemeanor and punished as such. 

One great evil of the laws in relation to county é¢onvicts arises 
from the fact the costs when imposed as a part of the sentence 
are:not fixed by the judgment of the court, but left to the adju- 
dication of the Sheriff or other officer upon an ex-parte examina- 
tion, made frequently after the adjournment of the court. Some 
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-of the wrongs of this practice willat once appear to you. Un- 
der § 1597, Code 1880, no witness who does not appear in court 
when cailed, or who is so much intoxicated as to be disqualifie 
from testifying, is entitled to prove his attendance and obtain a 
certificate. By the same section witnesses in criminal cases are 
given five days after the adjournment of court in which to prove 
their attendance. But at the expiration of the five days, the 
prisoner may have no opportunity to contest witnesses’ right to 
prove attendance and obtain 2 certificate, because under §3157, 
Cude 1580, he is required to be delivered to the contractor wiih- 
in twenty-four hours after sentence unless the fine and costs are 
paid. The enormity of the wrong is patent. The pri-oner is 
required to pay the fine and costs within twenty-four hours after 
sentence, notwithstanding it may be practically impossible to 
estimate the costs because of the witnesses’ failure to prove 
attendance until five days after the adjournment of court. The 
amendments necessary to remedy these evils and incons'sten- 
cies will at once occur tothe Legislature. The law should be 
repealed allowing five cays after the adjournment of court to 
prove attendance, and the Judge should be required to ascertain 
by his judgment fix the costs when he passes sentence. Under 
the present rule the Judge may think he is imposing a light 
sentence, while in fact when the costs are afterwards ascer- 
tained it is found to be out of all proportion to the offense com- 
mitted. When the costs are thus ascertained the liability of the 
contractor is fixed at the same time beyond controversy, and 
instead of the board of supervisors being forced to resort to a 
suit on his bond in case of default, the circuit clerk should, 
on proper application, be entitled to scire facias on this judge- 
ment for costsagainst the prisoner which is also a judgment 
against the contractor. t 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The Board of Health bas rendered important service durin 
the past two years in the preservation of the public health, and 
the prevention of the spread of contagious diseases. About 
784 cases of small-pox have been reported as occurring in the 
State in 1882 and 1883, in the following counties, to-wit: De- 
Soto, Panola, Bolivar, Coahoma, Pike, Tallahatchie, Leflore, 
Holmes, Warren, Rankin, Washington, Copiah, Lowndes, 
Wilkinson, Lauderdale, Claiborne, Lincoln, Adams, Neshoba, 
Hinds, Monroe, Madison, Tunica, Noxubee, Hancock, Grenada 
and Issaquena. At last reports the disease was confined to the 
counties of Grenada, Wilkinson, Claiborne and Warren. 

The Board of Health assumed control and have had Inspec 
tors in the counties of DeSoto, Panola, Coahoma, Bolivar, Pike, 
Tallahatchie, Leflore, Holmes, Warren and Claiborne. 

Where an extensive out-break of the disease has occurred, it 
has been the rule to place an inspector in charge and to employ 
guards, both on foot and mounted, when necessary to secure the 
isolation of cases. In other instances the Chief Health Officers 


[ 20 ] 


` of counties have given the matter attention. Disinfection has 
been employed and vaccine virus has been furnished in sufficient 

amtities to vaccinate not only tuose directly exposed, but also 
persons\ within a considerable radius of the disease. Upwards 
of 37,009 points of vaccine virus were procured and distributed, 
enongh to have secured a thorough vaccination of the people. 

While the enforcement of the’ measures of prevention has 
been necessarily attended with considerable expense, I am of 
the opinion that but for them this loathsome disease would have 
spread over a considerable portion of our State, and been 
attended with not only great loss of life, but also large pecuniary 
losses. At one time in fact it was feared that it would overleap 
the barriers thrown around it, arid the greater portions of the 
Mississippi- Yazoo Delta in our State would become infected. 

Quarantine was established against New Orleans and Pensa- 
cola in 1882, and three stations put in operation, on account of 
the occurrence of cases of yellow fever in the former city and 
the existence of an epidemic of the same disease in the latter. 
A modified set of rules were enforced against New Orleans, as 
the danger was not regarded as very great, but the Board was 
inreadiness to make them more rigid if an epidemic had occur- 
red there, which there was reason to fear would be the case. 
It was only a system of inspection, and was no hardship or in- 
convenience to public carriers, passengers or shippers. The 
only station established against Pensacola was in Jackson county 
where there was danger of the introduction of the disease. 

In 1885, on account of the discontinuance of the inspection 
service by the National Board of Health, it was thought pru- 
dent to establish an inspection station at Fort Adams, on the 
Mississippi river, and inspect all water crafts from below to be 
sure they were free from infection. The expense of this service 
was increased from the fact that outfits for the staticns had to 
be purchased. This property is on hand and could be used on 
future occasions, 

With the exception of small-pox and a few cases of yellow 
fever in Jackson county, there has not existed any disease from 
which a serious epidemic was feared. a 

The following table will show the expenditures on different 
accounts for the years 1882 and 1883: 


SMALL-POX. l 
Out of special appropriation, approved Jan. 23, 1882............ $ 5002 94 
Ont of general appropriation ......s. sesreseeserreverteereeeoree sevaseee: 7882 72 
(Bills allowed, but unpaid, in hands of Governor)....se.esessss..e 607 90 
POC PAOA in satesnnse sounds E T RA BE 
QUARANTINE. 
Jn 1S8 nnani s n a EE a a $ 3107 67 
Cri E E E E aeaea eelas 680 69 
Bill for storage of property, allowed and unpaid...... reeset eses.: , 48 00 


& OV Oba I E A aaau asveeane vB 3816 36 ` 
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Outbreak of yellow fever in J ackson COUNLY .eessssse ssusesese assesses _ 250 00 
(Bills allowed, but unpaid, in hands of the Governor) .. BRASE 397 40 
Total ...... PEA E ESE TRE EE A $ 647 40 


Furnished the Jackson County Board of Health under the pro- 
visions of the Act supplementary to the Act to amend the 


Statutes in regard to Boards of Health, in 1882.............00... 800 00 
In 1883 oy coseseseeacsusss teses viata asisti Wea beevddabengsteiiadhivesamerntariy 1200 00 
Total nereseno irste eis shpbineemeatesuceausences serseeee® 2000 00 
; POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS. 

Dnt 1882 aopo grees enacgetecaseute ese ue touneteantiancedesSieestnes GFRda t $ 159 41 
DU ESBS va sice, cuca rabsans oocceit vite shapueecusse a TE TEE 130 16 

Postage and Telegrams under Act to Regulate the Practice of 
Medicine, i in 1882 and 1883...... salesuiia teks dete davis astectaae gaveseds 158 19 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 

E nines E Kasera eea ts i eia $ 677 40 
Di Koor TE E TT EEE ee 801 95 
TOGA eee cus az cet obec ee ctid suo cst iets eee sees Aeaaeai asahida $ 1479 35 


The law to regulate the practice of medicine is prospective in 
its operation and hence encountered little or no opposition. Its 
advantages will not be seen at once, for all practicing physicians 
were granted license without regard to their qualifications ; but 
these will appear hereafter, as all incompetents are gradually 
eliminated and the rigid examinations of the Board of Censors 
prevent the admission of any not thoroughly qualified. Dr. 
Taylor, President of the State Board of Health, aptly states 
that the law will secure “a progressive reformation in the prac- 
tice’of medicine.” The physicians of the State almost without 
excep.ion agree that this law should be continued in force. 

The report of the President and Secretary of the Board of 
Health will give you the operations and expenditures fur the 
last two years in detail, and to their recommendations your at- 
tention is respectfully invited. 

SUPERVISION OF RAILROADS. 

The right of the State to supervise railroads within constitu- ` 
tional limits, so as to restrain them from unjust discriminations, 
and exorbitant charges for the transportation of persons and 
property, has been asserted at various times, by the people of 
Mississippi. 7 

Other States of the American Union have exercised, and’are 
now exercising this attribute of sovereignty, with results some- 
what varied, but in the main satisfactory, as far as J am 
advised, to public, private and corporate interests. The subject 
is one uf great delicacy and difficulty, but the right and cuty 
of the State to guard her own citizens, to the extent of her 
power, against unreasonable exactions and burdens from this 
source, cannot, in my judgment, as far as domestic commerce is 
eoncerned, be now successfully controverted. 

I do not. doubt the jurisdiction of the State to protect her 
citizens from abuses committed by railroads, with reference to 
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domestic or internal commerce, but whether, it is competent for 
the State to regulate interstate commerce, or such parts thereof. 
as may directly affect her people, to the extent of fixing or lim- 
iting the amount of charges for fare and freight thereon, even 
when Congress has failed to assert its acknowledged jurisdic- 
tion over the subject, I regard as unsettled and doubtful. To 
r{gplate commerce among the several States, is one of the 
powers expressly conferred upon Congress by the Constitution 
of the United \tates—the supreme law of the land—and it has 
been adjudged by the Supreme Court of the United States, that 
this power of Congress is exclusive, at least in all cases where 
the subjects over which the power is exercised are in their 
nature national, or admit of one uniform system or plan of reg- 
ulation, and that one State of the Union cannot adopt any reg- 
ulation which does or may operate injuriously on the commerce 
of other States. If it be true, then, as it appears to be, that 
Congress has exclusive power to regulate commerce among the 
States, and the rate of charges made by railroads on the same, 
it would be one step towards securing an effectual remedy for 
grievances on this branch of the subject, for the Legislature to 
memorialize Congress for necessary legislation thereon. 

I apprehend that evils might be so great as to justify the 
enactment of laws of doubtful constitutionality, in order to 
have them tested by the proper tribunals, for the purpose of 
obtaining relief by this means, if possible, where there is no 
other remedy, but when this course is adopted, there should be 
no doubt or uncertainty as to the existence or gravity of the 
evils. 

But conceding power to the State, in the absence of any law 
on the subject by Congress, to fix or limit charges on interstate 
commerce which directly affects her people, as she may, on 
domest'c commerce—legislation in regard to either, or both, 
should be characterized by justice and fair dealing. 

It should not be forgotten that railroad: corporations are im- 
portant factors in the wealth, progress and independence of the 


‘State. Like other parties and interests, they may be required 


by law to so conduct themselves and use their own property as 
not to injure others, but no unnecessary or unreasonable re- 
straints should be imposed upon che management or enjoyment 
of their property or business. ; 

A just and liberal policy toward such corporations is not 
inconsistent with the right or duty of protecting the public 
against the assumption of unwarranted power and practices by 
them, and such a policy I have no doubt will contribute much 
to the development and prosperity of Mississippi. 

Wich these convictions, I submit the matter to your careful 
consideration, deeming it proper for the Legislature of the 
Btate, recently elected by the people, and familiar with what- 
ever affects them for good or evil, to judge how far the causes 
af complaint against railroads have been removed by the 
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reduction made in charges by some of the roads in the State, 
and by the competition afforded at some points in the State, by 
yew lines of road; and to determine what legislation the publie 
uterest demands on the subject, at this time. 


THE LIEN LAW, Ft 


Complaints are madein scme parts of the State in regard te 
vils connsected with, or growing out of the operation of the 
statute which renders it lawful to encumber by mortgage, or 
weed of trust, growing crops, ur crops to be grown within fifteen 
months from the making of such mortgage or deed of trust. 
The subject immediately affects the agricultural interests of the 
State, and deserves careful consideration. Legislation that 
fosters, or tends to foster, relieve or improve this fundamental 
industry among us shall have my cordial co-operation and ap- 
proval. Ifthe people of the State generally are in condition te 
earry on their several avocations and pursuits, without the aid 
of such a lien law, it is fortunate, and in that case, extrava- 
gance, high prices for the necessarics of life and precarious 
methods of business, might be greatly diminished, by repealing 
the etatute referred to, and making such encumbrances unlaw- 
ful. But I suggest, that if it is deemed necessary and proper 
to prevent such encumberances altogether, simply repealing the 
lien statute would hardly aceomplish that object. In the 
absence of statutory regulation, a growing crop may be encum- 


bered by mortgage or deed of trust, and [ submit that if the- 


statute now authorizing such lien were repealed, while a mort- 
gage or deed of trust, on a crop to be grown, might be void, it 
would be valid and binding on a growing crop, however small its 
growth might be, unless positively prohibited by some statute. 
I suggest also that as such encumbrances have been lawful, 
and generally used in the State for a number of years, that if 
they are abolished, or if the law in relation to them is material- 
ly changed, it should not be done abrupily, but the change 


” 


should take effect at some specified time in the future, and far: 


enough in the future for business to be adjusted to the change,. 


without detriment. 
CONCEALED WEAPONS. 


A fruitful source of crime is the too prevalent hahit of sarry- 


ing concealed weapons. Impulses are often born of opportu- 
nities, and it frequently happens that the possession of a pistol 
presents strong temptation to its unlawful use. In my opiniom 
the most efficient remedy for the evil of carrying concealed 
weapons is to make their use to kill, cr attempt to kil}, a crime 
not admitting of defense, so that, if killing or attempting te 
kill is by means of a weapon drawn from concealment on the 
person, there shall be no excuse or justification. If one could 
not, ander any circumstances, lawfully use a deadly weapon, car- 
ried in concealment on the person, he would cease to carry it, 
for it would be useless. 


eg 
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' Now the penal consequences are braved, because the violation 
of law in carrying a weapon concealed is not an element of the 
erime, and works no prejudice on trial for it, hut if the use, or 
attempt to use such weapon was itself a Stine: the inducement 
to carry it would be gone. Few will carry what they dare not 
use, and the evil will be diminished by the-greater certainty of 
punishment. I believe thata law of the character indicated 
willserve a useful purpose. Or if this suggestion should be 
regarded as too radical, then any measure looking to the pre- 
vention of carrving concealed we sxapens will recéive my hearty 
-goncurrenze. The highest duty of government is to protect 
persons in the enjoyment of life, the gr atest of absolute rights. 
Money is never more wisely expended ‘by the State than in en- 
forcing the laws for the security of life. No expenditure can 
justly “be called extravagance which is necessary to uphold and 
enforce the law. It sometimes occurs that the liberal use of 
money‘ is found necessary to bring offenders to justice. Grave 
crimes are sometimes committed and the offenders, by flight or 
concealment, avoid punishment until conviction becomes impos- 
sible, while a liberal reward offered might secure the arrest and 
punishment ot the criminal. The relatives and friends sf the 
victims of crime are often in a pecuniary condition to forbid 
their liberal use of money to bring offenders to justice, and, if 
the State does not do it, it will not be done, 

Justice and policy alike suggest that the State should secure 
the punishment of every violator of its laws. Certainty of 
punishment is the best safeguard against the violation of law. 
Tf every one knew that the power of the State would s surely be 
and efficiently exerted for any violation of law, itw ould prove a 
powerful restraint, and greatly lessen the number of crimes. 
Everything that can be, shoull be done to produce this convic- 
tion in the minds of men, and in my view there can be no 
lunges stride towards this consummation, than to place at the 
disposal òf responsibie officials, a liberal suppiy of money where; 
with to put in motion the required agencies fur bringing offend- 

ers to justice. 

. I therefore eani that in addition to the usual contin- | 
gent fund placed at the disposal of the Executive, that the 
Governor, with the concurrence of the Attorney-General, be 
authorized in any case to oe >a reward or otherwise incur ex- 
pense in the pursuit, appre! hension and bringing to trial of per- 
sons charged with hi gh crimes in this State, not to exceed -for 
any crime 41,390, to Do expended ra sueh sums as sail officers 

may coneur in a; pproving, and to be drawa from the Treasury 
on warranis from tae Auditor to be issued ou the joint requisi- 
tion of the Governor and Attorney-General. The concurrence 
of both offivials in any such expenditure may justly be expected 
to guarantee a judicious use of money in the cases mentioned. 

GENERAL PURCHASING AGENT. 

A somewhat extended examination of the subject and an 


° 
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experience of.two years, convince me that the interests of the 
State would be advanced by the appointment of a General Pur- 
chasing Agent for the several charitable institutions. It is to 
be remembered that the annual purchases for the Lunatic Asy- 
lum at Jackson, the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institutes 
amounts to over $70,000. Add to this the purchases to be 
made for the East Mississippi Insane Asylum at Meridian, 
which will perhaps approximate $30,000, and the sum is $100,- 
000 yearly, or $200,000 for the years 1884 and 1885. This is 
a large outlay of money, and all proper restrictions should he 
‘thrown around its expenditure. The agent should be ap- 
pointed for a term of two years, but should be removable for 
cause and should be required to give ample security for the 
faithful performance of his duty. This plan has several ad- 
vantages, and so far as I can see is without reasonable objection. 
It would dispense with more than one salaried officer, and buy- 
ing thus in bulk the State could secure better rates, while again, 
the institution requiring the goods would be a check on the 
agent as regards their quality and price. It introduces a safe 
system.of checks and balances between the agent and the insti- 
tution. I earnestly recommend the passage of a law embody- 
ing these features, believing that it would result in saving the 
State large sums of money annually, while at the same time 
closing the door to the possibility of: speculation and fraud. 


FEES AND PERQUISITES. ` 

All officers should receive adequate compensation for their 
services, but office-holding should be more connected with the 
idea of honorable public service than gain. Under the practice 
of allowing fees and perquisites it may result in some officers 
receiving extravagant compensation to the prejudice of the 
public, while others may receive far less than the service per- 
formed would merit. Salaries of State officers should not be 
contingent and uncertain, Every officer should receive a just 
and proper salary, and no more. Impressed with the correct- 
ness of this view of the question, I recommend that the salaries 
of the heads of the different departments of the State govern- 
ment shall be fixed at a reasonable sum and that they be re- 
quired to- render to the Auditor of Public Accounts, under 
oath, quarterly, a true list of all sums received in the way of 
fees and perquisites, and obtain his receipt warrant for the pay- 
ment of the same into the treasury to the credit of the geveral. 
fund. 

I further recommend that the office of District Attorney be 
made independent, and that he be paid a salary commensurate 
with the duties and responsibilities of the office, and that all 
fees and perquisites of the office be paid into the State Treasury 
under the regulations prescribed in case of the above offices. 


, PUBLIC PRINTING. l 
Iam impressed with the belief that no purely mechanical 
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work of any sort should be done for the State or counties ex- 
cept by contract to the lowest bidder. This includes all print- 
ing, ruling, manufacturing of blanks, etc., assessors’ rolls, sta- 
tionery and books should be furnished the in same way. 

The State and counties should only give the market price, and 
this can only be fixed by open competition. The contract for 
public printing might be sub-divided, thus: the printing of bills 
and resolutions in one ; the House journals in one, the Senate 
journals in another, the Jaws in another, and the department 
printing in another. The lowest bidder for either should have 
the contract. If one be the lowest bidder for all, then he 
should receive all. The binding should be in a sepafate con- 
tract. The public printing should be confined to citizens of the 
State, and done in the State. A law adopting this view will 
receive my unhesitating approval. 

If, however, you do not concur with me in the proposed change, 
but determine to leave the law as at present, then I respect- 
fuliy suggest that the cost of material and labor since the pres- 
ent rates were fixed, may, and will no doubt, justify a reduc- 
tion, and Lrecommend that a committee be appointed to ex- 
amine and revise the same. 

Private acts should not be published at the expense of the 
State; only public laws affecting community at large should be 
so published. 

A comparison of the volume of laws of 1876, with that of 
1882, discloses the fact that only laws of general concern should 
be published. 


LIBRARY. 


You are referred to the complete report of Mrs. Mary Mo- 
rancy, the efficient. Librarian, for the condition of the State 
Library. It isa matter of gratulation to our people that the 
Law Library of Mississippi is the best in the Southern 
States, and ranks perhaps third in the Union. This condition 
of things isina great measure attributable to; the vigilance, 
untiring energy, and constant attention of the Librarian. Her 
biennial report shows an increase of 1,500 volumes in two 
years. The Library contains about 38,000 volumes, compris- 
ing all the text books, and all the State Reports of the differ- 
ent States of the Uniou. Many valuable additions have been, 
and are constantly being made, to the Literary Department. 
For futl details I refer you to the report of the Librarian. 


MILITARY AFFAIRS. 


The Biennial Report of the Adjutant General, which will be 
furnished you at an early day, will acquaint you with the oper- 
ations of his department for the last two years. Some few com- 
panies have indi-ated a disposition to disband, but as I had no 
power to cancel the bonds given for the safe keeping of the arms 
and accoutrements or means to defray the expense of their return 
to the arsenal, I have been awaiting the mecting of the Legis- 
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lature to obtain the requisite authority. There are many arms 
in the State of an old pattern which are of no further use, and 
I recommend that the Adjutant General be authorized to offer 
these and such equipments and accoutrements as are unfit for 
use, for sale, and to apply the proceeds to defraying the expense 
of the return of the arms before mentioned. The arsenal is in 
veed of immediate repair, and I would recommend such an av- 
propriation as the Committee on Military Affairs, upon an in- 
epection of the building may think necessary for this purpose. 


THE OVERFLOW or 1882. 


The Legislature of 1882 appropriated $15,000 for the relief 
of the sufferers from the flood of the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries, and provided that the same should be expended under 
my direction. Asa means of more efficiently carrying out the 
views of the Legislature, I intrusted the expenditure of the 
fund to Hon. W. L. Hemingway, in whose judgment I had 
entire confidence, and directed him to proceed to Memphis as 
the most convenient point from which to distribute supplies. 
It affords me pleasure to bear testimony to the able and satisfac- 
tory manner in which he discharged the delicate duties of his 
position. Afterwards the suffering and distress became so great 
that I found it necessary to appeal to the General Government 
through our Senators and Representatives in Congress tor 
assistance. The cry of distress had already been heard and the 
government responded with a liberal hand. These supplies 
were also distributed through Mr. Hemingway with his usual 
fidelity and sagacity. 

The inundation was so destructive and the suffering so great 
that I repaired to Vicksburg in person and ‘co-operated with the 
committee of that city in such measures of relief as were agreed. 
upon, and the circumstances would admit of. The vigilant ac- 
tion of our delegation in Congress and the promptness of the 
Hon. Robert Lincoln, Secretary of War, deserve the thanks of 
our people. 

The various lines of steamboats and railroads are entitled to 
thanks for their generous co-operation in this time of distress. 
The vouchers for the disbursement of the sum appropriated by 
the Legislature are on file my office and will be submitted for 
the examination of a committee which I would be pleased for 
you to appoint. 


THE EXPOSITION AT NEW ORLEANS. 


I commend to your favorable consideration, the World’s Indus- 
trialand Cotton Centennial Exposition, to commence at New _ 
Orleans next December. The enterprise, national and inter: 
national in its character, has been inaugurated under the most 
favorable circumstances, and is being prosecuted with great 
vigor and sagacity. 

It is to be conducted under the joint auspices of the United 
States, the National Cotton Planters’ Association of America, 
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and the city of New Orleans. Cotton, ‘in all its conditions o 
culture and manufacture, is to be its chief exhibit, but it includes 
also, all arts, manufuctares and the products of the soil and 
mine. ‘ 

I's location at the great and growing metropolis of the South, 
is fortunate ; the season of the year at which it occurs, is, in 
this climate delightful, and the objects and purposes which it 
contemplates are patriotic and elevating. Under an Act of 
Congress, authorizing it, foreign nations have been invited by 


the President of the United States to participate therein, and’ 


such measures have been adopted by the Board of Management — 


as to insure its success. ; 

I believe that no such undertaking has ever failed in this 
‘country, and this promises to equal, if not surpass, all others, 
in magnitude, variety and magnificence. 

The influence of such institutions tends to remove sectional 
prejudices and errors of opinion and to strengthen the bonds of 
union, fraternal fefowship between citizens of the same country, 
and to advance civilization and peace on earth and good will 
toward men, by bringing together, in friendly and intimate 
_relations, representatives and great bodics of people from differ- 

ee States and nationalities, with the products, inven- 
tions and discoveries of ‘each, in every department of human 
thought and action, for the examination, study and improve- 
ment ofall. The zeal with which the most progressive and en- 
lightened States and nations engage in them, is sufficient evi- 
dence of their practical utility and importance. 

Iknow no better method of advertising {the resources and 
attrac'ions of Mississippi to the world, and of inviting capital 
and immigration thither, than by making at this Exposition a 
complete display of her soils, fruits, flowers, vegetables, cotton, 
grain, grasses, stock, timbers, fish, and manufactured products 
of every kind. 

In the arts of war Mississippi has an enduring and satisfac- 
tory record, but what she is, and has accomplished in times of 
“peace, since the late war, under the most adverse circumstances, 
are not sufficiently known. Several ‘enterprises of a similar 
nature have occurred in our country, at which Mississippi was 
but imperfectly represented, for the reason, in part at least, that 
the Lgislature of the State was not in session, until it was too 
laʻe to make necessary appropriations therefor. 

I recommend that you make a liberal appropriation to have 
Mississippi, fully represented at this Exposition, and that you 
provide by law for a commissioner or commissioners, to be 
chosen as you may direet, anl to receive such compensation as 
you may consider reasonable, to select, prepare and forward 
exhibits for Mississippi, and to superintend and control the 
same, and her department’on the occasion. 


The Exposition was projected by-the National Cotton Plan- 
ters’ Association of America, an institution incorporated under 
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the laws of Mississippi; the prize for the best plan of the Ex- 
position building has already been awarded to a citizen of Mis- 
sissippi, and I trust that these facts iadicate the rank that 
Mississippi and Mississippians are to take, by vour co-operation, 
in the whole affair. 


PROGRESS OF MISSISSIPPI. 


In some respects the history of Mississippi since the war is 
.withont a parrellel in the annals of the world. It cannot be 

considered without-exciting surprise that the misrepresentations 
of our people and institutions have been so generally accepted 
as true, unless it be upon the idea that ‘‘bodies in motion will 
overcome bodies at rest.” While our people have reposed in 
confidence upon the conscious rectitude of their conduct, our 
enemies have been swift to seize upon and distort every circum- 
stance to our detriment. But truth is mighty and will prevail. 
Our defense comes from an unexpected quarter. The census of 
1880 has. been issued to the public and our vindication is full and 
complete, forthe marvelous progress it records is wholly incon- 
sistent with the disregard of Jaw and order which is ascribed to 
us. Inno partisan spirit—‘‘with malice towards none, with 
charity for all”’—let us compare the past and present and draw 
from it useful lessons for our guidance in the future. 

At the close. of the war our people were without money or. 
credit to purchase the simplest implements of husbandry. 
Farms and factories and railroads had been devasted and de- 
stroyed. Labor was demoralized. Our slaves were intoxicated | 
with their new-born freedom and huddled together in cities and 
towns or followed the victorious army. The State was practi- 
cally without a government, and society resolved itself into its 
original elements. 


The three years that followed saw little or no improvement 
in our condition. The seasons were bad and crops were short, 
while all supplies we were compelled to purchase commanded 
enormous prices. In 1865 the Federal Government had sent 
its agents abroad to collect cotton alleged to have been sold to 
the Confederate Government. No checks were provided aud ` 
the consequences might have been anticipated. Cotton was 
seized indiscriminately and ro redress could be had for unjust 
and unlawful exactions. Now the oppressive cotton tax was 
levied and the citizens of Mississipti alone were compelled to 
contribute $10,600,000 of their scant earnings in this direc- 
tion. Then came the era of reconstruction with all its untold 
miseries. In1871 the State tax was increased 400 per cent.; 
in 1872, 850 per cent.; in 1873, 1250 per cent; and in 1874, 
1400 per cent. County and local taxation was increased in & 
still greater proportion. All this time, it must be remembered, 
a debt was being piled up 50 per cent. larger than the yearly 
revenue. Property of every description was steadily depre- 
ciating in value, and, in fact, had no market. The assessment 
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of property for purposes of taxation decreased in the years from 
1871 to 1875, $42,000,000. In that time 6,500,(0) acres-of 
land, being more than 10,0G0 square miles and about 27 per 
cent. of the total area of the State, was forfeited for taxes. 
During this period the expenses of the government were 
enormously increased, the annual average cost being. $1,484,- 
699.55. 

We approach now a different and more prosperous ora. In 
1875 the burdens of government had become toa grevious to be 
borne longer, and the people resolved upon a new departure in 
the direction of retrenciment and reform. What has becu done 
since is a matter of publie notoriety. The publie debt has been 
almost extinguished. Taxation has been reduced from 9} mills 
in L 75 to z} mills in 1883. State and county taxation has 
been reduced from an average of about $27.95 on the 81,000 in 
Is74, to an average of About $16.09 on the $1,0U0in 1853. All 
the lands forfeited to the State for taxes have cither been re- 
deemed or purchased except about 700,004 acres. In the last 
two years alone 461,783 acre. have been purchased through the 
Auditors office from the State. There is a growing confidence 
in the future as shown by the purchase of these lands and of 
439,110 a res of lands held by the Federal Government in the 
last two years, together with the unprecedented homestead en- 
tries, amounting to 286.283 neres. ; 

The reduction in the debt and the rate of taxation and yearly 
expenditures has been accomplished without detriment to the 
public service or neglect of the different charitable and educa- 
tional institutions. All these have been liberally sustained and 
new ones established. 


The Agricultural & Mechanical College has been established 
at an expense of $205,900; the new Blind Asylum at an ex- 
pense of $46,119.80; additions to the Deaf & Dumb Asylum at 
an expense of about $18,000. Many other improvements and :: 
additions to the charitable institutions of the State have been 
made, too numerous to mention. During the past two years 
some £5) miles of railroad have been built in Mississippi. One 
line from Meridian to New Orleans traverses the finest pine 
forest on the continent; another from Memphis to New Orleans, 
via Vicksburg, passes through a country unsurpassed for fertili- 
ty of soil, valued and variety of timber; another from Jackson 
to Natchez developes a splendid region and insures a competi- 
tion that will result in cheaper freights from the west and to the 
cotton mart of the State; another from Jackson to Yazoo-City 
renders a fine cotton belt still more accessible; another from 
Jackson to Aberdeen penetrates the central portion of the 
State, and on iis completion will bring us in easy and 
direct communication with the vast coal regions of North 
Alabamu. The investment of the large sums involved 
in the construction of these magnificent lines -of railroads 
is unmistakable evidence of a growing confidence in the 
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future of our State. Large sums have also been invested 
in cotton factories, oil mills, cotton compresses, etc., and I am 
pleased to say that the investment has been profitable in every 
instance. The capacity of some mills has been doubled within 
the last two years, and they are still unable to supply the de- 
mand for their fabrics. The indications lead me to belicve that 
the day is not far distant when Mississippi will manufac‘ure all 
the cotton grown in her borders. Not the least encouraging 
sign of the time is to be found in the unexampled prosperity of 
the church, in the increase of members, the growth of intelli- 
gent and systematic beneficence, the multiplication of houses of 
worship and the general prosperity in every department of 
religious endeavor. I trust that I am not mistaken in the con- 
fidence which these facts inspire, that the State is on the sure 
road to a great and permanent prosperity ; nor in the hope that 
our joint labors will hasten the coming of the better times. 

CONSTITUTION. l 


The Constitution of Mississippi, article 12, section 9, declares 
that ‘‘no Jaws of a general nature, unless otherwise provided 
for, shall be enforced until sixty days after the passage 
thereot.” It has become common practice to make almost every 
Act take effect ‘‘from and atter its passage.” This is an evil and 
should be avoided. The Constitution plainly indicates that 
sixty days should elapse after the passage of an Act of a general 
nature, before its enforcement, but to meet emergencies declares 
that the Legislature may otherwise provide. It should not 
otherwise provide except in an emergency rendering such pro- 
vision proper. Thus the Constitution will be regarded, and 
wrong may be averted. 


[ 31 ] 


CONCLUSION. 


In endeavoring to discharge the duty imposed upon me by 

the Constitution, [have now given you such information of the 
‘state of the Government, and made such suggestions and recom- 

mendations as I deemed necessary and expedient. 

If I have omitted anything which ‘should have been men- 
tioned, I trust that the subject, whatever it may be, will occnr 
to vou and receive prompt attention. 

In closing this communication, I invoke the blessings of God 
upon your deliberations, and humbly beseech Him so to direct 
events that our joint labors may redown to His glory, and 
to the peace, prosperity and happiness of Mississippi, and of all 
her people. ROBERT LOWRY. 
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